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All the news that's fit to print, and then some December 25, 2019 Last year's news at half the price 



10 th Anniversary! 

F ebruary 2019 marked ten years since setting our feet down in this beautiful country and having 
our world flipped upside down. Partially in celebration of this rather monumental feet, we took a 
few trips to sites we had not yet visited, including The Great Wall. 

So much has happened during this decade. Our family has doubled 
in number since first arriving. We've been eyewitness to both the 
amazingly rapid and astoundingly slow changes that continue to 
transform everyday life here. 

We have learned and grown so much, not just in language and 
cultural knowledge, but in courage and character as well. In some 
ways it feels like we've lived and learned several lifetimes worth in 
those ten short years. 


Aww, we ’re all so little! And 
Awkward! 


“We are a bunch of nobodies trying to exalt Somebody. ” 
— Jim Elliot 



Just off the plane the first time. 










A 

The Family Times 
12/25/19 


Our House 



"I wish that our life would be a 
sitcom on TV. There are only a few 
problems with this idea, the main 
one being that the audience would 
say life couldn't be like what we are 
showing. Yet I'm here to testify that 
we don't make these crazy things up; 
we live them." 

- Amy Young, 

Love Amy: An Accidental Memoir 
Told in Newsletters From China 



Like the time we tried to clean 
the house top to bottom for our 
guests that traveled half-way 
around the world to see us. But 
during our lovely visit a 
watermelon spontaneously 
exploded, cockroaches 
reproduced and invaded in record 
numbers, and the sink drain 
decided that backing up all over 
the cabinets and floors was a 
better idea than draining. At least 
we attempted to clean our under 
our sink before our guest took a 
picture of the gray water disaster. 



This picture included especially for 
Kinley the curious!:) 





C.O^/7 
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'MYV 


Same Song Second Verse 

Year 2 of Riding out the Roller-Coaster 

2 019 was the second year of journeying through some 
incredible ups and downs, all while seemingly remaining 
very stagnant as a family. 

We have had some of the most joyous mountain top highs 
and some of the hardest valleys we've seen yet. We've 
managed to stay in the same country, province, city, and even 
the same house, but it has taken enough miracles to move 
several mountains to keep us here. 

We do not know what the future may hold, but thankfully 
we know Who holds the future. 



One fun repeat from Original Stone Forest New shot with all 

last year was getting to Family Photo circa family members 
reenact this family 2011 included! 

photo 


"The only way You could give 


"The darker the storm cloud. 

me courage is if I placed 


THE MORE DRENCHED WE HAVE 

myself in a position to need 


BEEN BY THE DOWNPOUR OF 

it." 


MERCY." 

- Taylor Murray, Hidden in 
My Heart: A TCK's Journey 
Through Cultural Transition 


- Hannah K. Grieser, The 
Clouds Ye So Much Dread 
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Our Houses 


A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 


From Our House to Yours 



The First Christmas 

Drawing by Andrew 

Christmas 

By Aaron 




Christmas is to celebrate the birth of God's 
son, Jesus. God made Adam and Eve a 
perfect garden and a perfect world. But they 
sinned, and we live in a fallen world, so God 
sent his son down to live a perfect life, and 
to take our sins, because we cannot be 
perfect. So, we celebrate Jesus's birth 
because that means we can live together 
with him in heaven. 





Christmas Poem 

By Alexander 

A Savior’s born on Christmas day 
On this day hooray we say 
While shepherds watched up on the hill 
The angel said fear not a Savior’s born till morning 
still 

They came with haste 

And found Mary Joseph and the Babe all in place 
For hooray we say 
On Christmas day 



“I have a glorious homesickness for heaven, 
a penetrating and piercing ache. I’m a 
stranger in a strange land, a displaced person 
with a fervent and passionate pain that is, 
oh, so satisfying.” - Joni Eareckson Tada, 
Heaven: Your Real Home 
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4 of July Amusements 

This 4 th of July we decided the next best 

s to a county 
, would be to 
our kids 

around town for 
different 
amusements 
including; a 


playplace, fair 
like rides at the 
park, KFC for 
junk food, and 
our first trip to 
the local 




why i like being 
funny 

By Alexander 



i like being funny 

because its.well.funny and it 

is fun because it also makes me laugh 
sometimes i don't show it but inside i 
am laughing like when Pete said that the 
Igiby's didn't need i giant Podo well 
actually i was laughing then too 


Lucy Makes a Movie Theater 

Original Screenplay By Aaron Rugg 

Ricky: <walks in the door> 

Lucy: Hi, honey, how was your day? 

Ricky: Terrible. 

Lucy: Oh, good, I was getting worri_ Terrible? Well, what 
happened? 

Ricky: I got a de-raise. 

Lucy: Oh, that's terrible! What's that? 

Ricky: It's when your boss takes half your pay. 

Lucy: Um, that's called cutting your pay. 

Ricky: Well, I didn't cut it, and neither did Mr. Littlefield. 

Lucy: Well, what are you going to do? 

Ricky: I'll go down to the unemployment office and ask around. 
Lucy: Well, I'll pray for you! 

Ricky: Bye! 

Lucy: Now what are we going to do? 

Switch to scene: Country house. 

Lucy: <stares at pad> 

Ethel: Hi, Lucy, how are you doing? 

Lucy:<writes down Hi, Lucy, how are you doing?> Hey, Ethel, 
why'd you suggest I write "Hi Lucy_" Oh, never mind. 

Ethel: What's wrong? Why are you thinking? 

Lucy: Ricky got a de-raise. 

Ethel: What's that? 

Lucy: When your boss holds you at gunpoint, and makes you 
lose your house. 

Ethel: Ricky's boss pointed a gun at him and stole your house? 
Lucy: No, but he might as well have, seeing as we won't be able 
to pay the mortgage. 

Ethel: Oh. Well, what are you going to do? Hey, look, you could 
almost make a movie theater with the contests and ads. 

Lucy: That's it! <SEOTS=slaps Ethel on the shoulder> 

Ethel: What? 

Lucy: Make a movie theater, of course! <SEOTS> 

Ethel: But you have to win the biggest tree in a pot contest, and 
then you have to rent or buy an apartment_ 

Lucy: Hmm. I've got it! <SEOTS> Someone'll be the tree! 

Ethel: We could put some make up on you, 

Lucy: We could glue some branches on you_ Hey, wait a 
minute, you're gonna be the tree! 

Ethel: Why? 

Lucy: Because... I'll give you 10 dollars! 

Ethel: Oh, all right. 

Lucy: There's a big hollow log out back, and I'll get a pail... 

Ethel: Can I buy some liniment for my shoulder? 

Lucy: Now, Ethel! <SEOTS>. Next scene later. 

(story continued on Arts page Ar) 
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Zoo Adventure 

By Aaron 

O n the last day when Grandpa Jeff was here, we went 
to the zoo. We got to feed the bears with carrots & 
lettuce. We saw some mountain lions and some things 
that looked like prairie dogs or gophers. Alexander got to 
ride on a llama or alpaca and so did Abigail. Our friends 
got to come too. Aya got to hold a red panda. At the end 
we got to pet baby tigers. Abigail especially liked that 
part. We got to ride on a bus-tram thing and there were 
things like zebras in the road. No lions, though. % 



Peek Peek 

“Um Wooly.” 

“Yes?” 

“It’s Sneak Peek.” 

“Oh.” 

Peek Peek. 

“No Wooly, I'll write it,” said Alexander. 

Sneak Peek 

The Re-escape From the 
Orphanage 

(Eleanor's Adventures #2) 

The police ore still searching for Bleanor. 
Now they decided to search a little closer to 
valleyville So they chose the borders of the 
forest, the reason why they found her which 
you should have already read is that she so 
much fun playing in fower forest she 
didn't realize that she was getting closer to 
the border of the other side of the forest where 
the police where searching for her. 

she had so much fun playing with 
Number she didn't see that she was getting 
closer and closer to the other side of the 
forest. Suddenly, she heard the sound of 
crunching twigs,, and police came and 
her! Number saw the nice shiny 
badge, and tried to suck nectar out of it, but 
that didn't work, and. Bleanor tried to run 
away, but a policeman shot her with a 
tranguilizer gun, and she fell asleep. Now 
Number thought that these strange people 
had hired an evil bird that tried to eat 
Bleanor. 
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Arts 



Aaron's Lucy Makes a Movie Theater (continued part 2) 

Scene: Contest. 

Ethel: Are you sure this is going to work? 

Lucy: No, but it's our best chance. Shh, here the judge comes! 

Judge: Ahh, that tree is very large! But something seems suspicious, it's 
covered in mud... 

Ethel: Ahh, Ahh, Achoo! 

Judge: And it can sneeze! 

Lucy: Oh, this is a very rare type of tree. 

Judge: Wait a minute, that's a person! 

Lucy: Oh, I'm sorry, sir. We'll leave. 

Judge: First prize! 

Lucy: Wait, how'd we get first prize? 

Judge: Well, you got the same prize for creativity. 

Lucy: Oh, well, let's go home Ethel. <carts Ethel out of the room> 

End of Scene. 

Scene: Country house. 

Ethel: I knew you shouldn't have used superglue. 

Lucy: Well, it worked. 

Ethel: Yeah, for creativity. 

Lucy: I'll go get some soap. <walks out of the room> 

Little Ricky: <bursts in the door> Surrender, Battleman Bruce! 
SuperRicky's powers will destroy you! 

Bruce: Not likely! My gun is completely full! 

Both: <aim water guns at each other> 

Little Ricky: Still, my gun is ready! 

Both: <shoot Ethel, who is caught in the crossfire> 

Little Ricky: Ha! All your firing and I have not been touched! 

Ethel: Boys, could you<gets silenced by Bruce's water gun> 

Little Ricky: Hey, I thought that tree talked! 

Ethel: It's me, Aunt<gets caught by Bruce's spray> 

Bruce: Well, Bye Aunt shhh, but I have to finish off SuperRicky. 

Both: <run out the door> 

Lucy: Ethel, what happened to you? 

Ethel: SuperRicky got the branches off me, and on the floor. 

Lucy: Well, we've got to hurry. The owner is leaving tonight! 

Ethel: Don't you think you ought to call Ricky? 

Lucy: You're probably right. You go change. 

Ethel: Okay. <walks out the door> 

Lucy: <calls the unemployment office> Hello, get me Ricky Ricardo, 
please.<wait a minute> What? He's gone?<wait a minute> Well, 
goodbye. 

Ethel: Hi, Lucy. What did Ricky say? 

Lucy: He wasn't there! We have to go, or we'll never be able to star Ricky 
and get him more popular! 

Ethel: Well, let's go. 

End of Scene. 

(story continued on Comics page C) 




Grandpas' Great 
Guidance 

Andrew benefited by 
both grandpas coming 
and giving him art 
lessons this year. 
Grandpa Jeff taught 
Basic Drawing 101 and 
gave homework of 
hand drawings 
everyday. 

Grandpa John taught 
Dragon Building 201 
and gave homework of 
toe writing his 
signature each day. 
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Continuing to Create 

A lexander persists in being the most 

inclined to cultivate his creativity with the 
written word. He has come up with dozens of 
stories this year alone. His favorite literary 
worlds either include his stuffed animals or 
portray the character representing himself as 
an indomitable conquering hero.y’ 

Origin of Eleanor's Adventures 

By Andrew 

How I came up with Eleanor's adventures: 

I don't really know, it may have been that I 
was trying to think about Mandie, The 
Rescuers, Winnie The Pooh, and a little of 
Homeward Bound and those combined into: 

• Mandie, Penny, and Christopher Robin: 
Eleanor. 

• Pooh: Wooly and Elmer. 

• Tigger: Chesselnut. 

• Shadow: is not based off Owl, but the 
idea came in later about Thunderbolt, 
making him a little based off of him, I 
got his name from Shadow the dog in 
Homeward Bound. 

• Humber: is a little based off Owl 
because he's a bird. 

• Sallie and Celia: Kit. 

• Chance, Joe, and Gopher: Spot 
• Eeyore: Plata. 

• 100 Acre Wood: Valleyville. 

• 100 acre WOOD: the forest. 

• Igers and Ions: Hepphalumps and 
Woozels* 


Favorite Books of the Year 


Lincoln's Grave Robbers 

By Aaron 

M y favorite book I read this year was Lincoln's 

Grave Robbers. The story is about counterfeiters 
and the Secret Service trying to stop them. (The 
Secret Service's first job was countering 
counterfeiters, until 3 presidents were assassinated.) 
Ben Boyd, the best counterfeiter smith was captured, 
and the other counterfeiters couldn't make money 
without him. So, they put together a crew, right on 
the 100th birthday of the country. Unfortunately for 
the counterfeiters, the crew was drinking to pass the 
time, and told all about the plot. But they managed to 
escape, and the leader got another crew. But one of 
the members was a roper (a jailbird hired for the 
Secret service) and told the plot to the Secret Service, 
and they caught them, both for body-snatching and 
counterfeiting. When Ben Boyd was released, he 
started doing legal work for the factory. To make sure 
Lincoln's body was safe, they placed the coffin in a 
huge concrete block.H 


HyperLinkz Series 


By Andrew 


W ell... I couldn't decide which book was my 
favorite so I decided on the hyperlinkz book 
series. I like it because of the adventure, (being 
stuck in the internet is rather...) Because of the 
Christian stuff. And because of the having to save 
Christ on the internet. (A woman named Mattie 
Blankskearean thinks the BIBLE is a fable and 
they have to stop her.)a 


Digital Disaster (HyperLinkz Book #1) 

By Alexander 

I like DIGITAL DISASTER because there was that one 
part where someone asked them to buy something 
and he will bother them for the rest their life. And also 
also I also like FUDGE FACTORY too because it has 
funny parts like Ashley falling into that basket which 
the play was using and when Mattie blankscreen was 
battling with Ashley but Jessi was by the computer 
and clicked Mattie blankscreen. 
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Favorite Read-Alouds of 2019 
The Resistance 

By Aaron 

M y favorite book we read out loud this year was The 

Resistance. (I liked The Lord of the Rings as well, but 
we had already read it earlier.) The Resistance has 4 main 
characters, Rayad, a man running from the Emperor Daican, 
because he forbids the real God, and worships idols, Jace, a 
half-ryrik who is despised because full blooded ryriks are 
murderers, but he is not, Kaden, a intelligent boy taken 
from his home to serve Emperor Daican, who is the brother 
to Kyrin, and also a believer in Elom (which is God) and 
Kyrin, the twin brother of Kaden, who also believes in Elom. 
Rayad and Jace are forced to flee to a secret camp in the 
woods, and hide there from Emperor Daican. Kyrin and 
Kaden have lived fine, until Kyrin is chosen to serve in 
Emperor Daican's court. Kaden planned to run away, but 
she was found out before they could, but Trev, her 
bodyguard, helps her, and she escapes to the camp in the 
woods, but Kaden and Trev are caught. But, the camp gets 
them out, and they all escape to the camp in the woods. 
This is the end of the first book. \ 

Kitten "Plies 


TFie Uose OF I lie Tnulsfkle I TileT 

By Andrew 

T his book is my favorite book because not only of the 
many funny jokes, but because of the guy who is being 
stolen from (I also think the book is called The Case Of The 
Invisible Thief because of him being blind) was named 
Andrew Crawford. The Kitten Files are from a cat's (named 
Mia) point of view, who helps a detective (named Keith) 
solve mysteries. How does she help solve them? (Don't 
anyone about her secret!) She can write! -4 



Charlie & the 


Chocolate factory 


Book, Movie, and Party 


By Andrew 


M y favorite thing with Grandma 
Sharia & Grandpa John: Reading 
Charlie & the Chocolate factory, I 
couldn't remember anything else, but 
this wold probably be my favorite 
anyway. I also loved the story too, (even 
though it wasn't my favorite book) 
Charlie going from 1 chocolate bar every 
Birthday to owning a whole chocolate 
factory is... yippee!! 



Invention Room Winning Fudge Bars 


Kitten Files #5: 

The Case Of The Invisible Thief 

By Alexander 

I like the kitten files THE MYSTERY FOR THE INVISIBLE 
THIEF because it was funny with Bob (the dog) and all 
and he kept calling Mia cat-friend and the bird part in it and 
the part when Mia was trying to wake up Kieth and nothing 
was working and the part when he made Kieth spill the 
coffee when Mia wanted to read so she jumped on the 
mouse, m 


Green Ember Illustrations 
Alexander and Andrew enjoyed chalk drawing 
video lessons with a couple of their favorite 
characters from the Green Ember book series.II 
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Business 
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Changes to Joyful English 

D ue to changes in local regulations, Joyful 
English had to disband English Kid group 
meetings after only a few sessions. Later this 
year the company tried to work with local 
hotels in providing translation services. A few desired help with 
such things as correcting erroneous signage, but most don't see 
the necessity of proper translation when a translating app can 
sorta-kinda-maybe work well enough.! 





Walmart Review 


By Andrew 

W almart is... if you live in Luoping the 

best shopping place, except for the bad 
traffic on the way, and if you don't have a 
license plate then no parking in Walmart's 
underground parking lot! Here's a comparison 
to the old super market we used to go to: the 
super market has less options and better 
traffic, Walmart has 100 times more options, 
and actually, come to think of it, not-so-good 
traffic, but, hey! not too bad! The big reason 
why we go to Walmart is the super market is 
closing down, while Walmart is thriving.* 


"It's 

puking 

day!" 

- Abigail 


"Why do the simplest 
answers always turn out to 
be the hardest too?" 

- Chautona Havig, 
Highlands 


Abigail 
enjoying 
stimulating 
the local 
economy on a 
shopping trip 
with Mom and 
Grandma 
Sharia. 


Boys buying 
fruit by 
themselves 


Holiday Enterprise 

D uring summer vacation this year, 
the kids built a box palace in the 
first floor of our house. After long 
hours of constructing this 
commanding castle and playing in 
this Regal Rugg Residence, alas it was 
decreed that the box castle had to be 
dismantled. To offset some of the 
dismay, the 
kids took all of 
the boxes to 
the recycling 
dump center 
behind us and 
sold them for a 
small profit. 

While all thought the castle was 
worth far more than the 24 kuai 
compensation, it was at least enough 
to buy ice cream bars twice over. 



On the way home from a long hike and 
bike ride... "Let's go home! I want to run 
around the living room for a while!" 

- Alexander 
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Caleb & Jo 




These people are seriously amazing at knowing how to wait in a 
line without barricades or armed guards. Everyone (or at least 
anyone living in Asia) should travel to France just to experience 
this amazing illustration of courtesy and personal space. 


European Excursion 2019 



Sites seen by Caleb and Joanna 


Arc de Triomphe 


High Tea 


• First up in France 
° Wait for it... .a long line! 

° Mirrors (not the kind you use to wash 

your face, the Hall of Mirrors) 

° Trees (in a French garden they are way 
cooler than regular trees) 

° Arch (Arc de Triomphe 
not McDonalds) 

• Next in England 
° Tea (high tea and better 

food than France 

• Finally in Scotland 
° A castle (universally 

voted the coolest 
destination by all nephews everywhere) 




Caleb and Joanna decide it is time to 
say goodbye for now to Chicago and 
hello to their next adventure.<9 


Moving On 
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Comics 



Andrew Engineered Comic 





Aaron's Lucy Makes a Movie Theater (continued part 3) 

Scene: Old house. 

Lucy: Is this the spot? 

Ethel: Yeah, I think so. 

Lucy: <knocks on door> Hello? <knocks on door> <door brakes 
down> Well, we're not buying that house. 

Owner: Yes, have you come to rent an apartment? If so, come 
with me. 

Lucy: Well, as long as we're not buying this house. 

Owner: No, it's a few blocks down. If you don't mind, you can 
go 2 blocks that way, and turn left, and go to the house at 895. 
Ethel: Can I buy liniment for my shoulder? 

Lucy: Sure, Ethel. <SEOTS> 

Ethel: <falls down> 

All: <walk off stage> 

Scene: Alley. 

Ricky: Thanks for getting me the unemployment insurance! 
Fred: Oh, no problem, old buddy. 

Ricky: Listen, what's that? 

Fred: If I didn't know better, I'd say they look like Lucy and 
Ethel, and were going to rent that old house. 

Ricky: Oh, no. There they are! Quick, pull your handkerchief 
over your mouth, and we'll take her money, and return it later. 
Fred: Okay. 

Lucy: <walks toward the house> 

Ricky and Fred: <jump out at her> Rahhh! 

Ricky: <Regular voice> Give us the money. This is our hideout! 
Fred: <Regular voice Yeah!> I mean, <Bandit voice> Yeah! 

Lucy: Does one of you have a Cuban accent? 

Ricky: No, no tengo acento cubano_ I mean, <Regular voice> 
No, I don't have a Cuban accent! I mean, <Bandit voice> I 
don't have a Cuban accent! > 

Lucy: Fred! 

Fred: Aahh, we've been discovered Ricky! 

Ricky & Fred: <run away> 

Lucy: Oh, Fred, what are you doing here? Go Home! 

Fred the dog: Ruff! <runs to Lucy> 

Owner: <comes up> Have you decided? 

Lucy: There aren't any bandits here, are there? 

Owner: Uhh, no. 

Lucy: I'll take it. 

Ethel: Hi, Lucy, my shoulder feels much better now. 

Lucy: Great, Ethel. <SEOTS> 

Ethel: Uhh, goodbye. <leaves in a hurry> 

Lucy: Okay, so that's 5, 10,20_ Hey Fred, come back here! 

Fred the dog: Ruff! <runs away with money> 

Lucy: You come back! <runs after him> 

Scene ends. 


(story continued on Entertainment page E) 
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Dear You 



Dear Grandparents 

Dear Grandparents, 

It's starting to get sunnier recently, so it has been warmer. For a 
science project this week we made a rubber band target, to show 
how energy is converted. We found raspberries and blackberries at 
Walmart which is nice. In geography this week we looked at the 
lower atmosphere and its three layers. 

We're getting Christmas pictures and Christmas decorations out. 
And we brought out our Christmas tree. Also, Andrew's birthday is 
coming up and the Ts are coming, so we should have a fun 
December. 

Love, 

Aaron 

Dear Grandparents, 

Dad downloaded a program called (drumroll please....) UNREAL! 
Unreal is a 3D or 2s game/movie maker! We are still learning the 
basics, and we might have to use Blender for some of it, but I think 
we are pretty good at it. 

Love, 

Andrew 

Dear Grandparents, 

I've got a present for Andrew's present! SHHHHHH... 

In King's quest 8 we found a tree root and an iron rock and an 
amber glow, which would be enough for the essence of Sun Tzu (a 
guy owns it), 
love, 

Alexander 

Abigail’s pink letter to the granc 
Dear Grandparents, 

Please come to my birthday. 

I love you. 

Love, 

Abigail 

(Abigail read it to the editor) 

Amusing Andrewisms 

ik “About a million! To be exact!” 
ib “Why do I have to do 90% of all 
work around here?” 


Alexander's Anecdotes 

(at 2pm) "But I'll die if I have to wait until 6pm to eat anything!" 
■* Let’s calm down a bit now... "And wrestle!" 


^parents: 



Abigail's Aphorisms 

• "But I want to be sad!" 

j "Balloons you come back! 
This is no time for playing!" 

% "Mom, I have a surprise 
for you! Dirty Hands!" 
i "No!!! I don't want this 
diaper. It's making me fat." 
ft "I'm sorry for this year. 

I'll be good now." 

• "Mom, did God say no 
opening the washing 
machine?" 

O "'Oh wait a minute, I am 
coming too' says the poopoo. 
'Thanks' says the tinkle." 
j "Daddies are roosters. 
Mommies are hens. And 
brothers are turkeys!" 

• “Is that our potty?” (about 
the first floor squatty potty) 

• “Dear God, Help the 
blender not to smoke and 
mommy not to cry.” 

• “Carebears say. ‘Now let’s 
sing a pretty song, arise my 
spirit with the rainbow!” 

How are you doing today? 

“Poop!” (some days are kind of like that) 

• “But Mah-om, you know all 
my tricks!” 

On Mom needing to shave 
her legs... “Mom your spikes 
stabbed me!” “Mom can you get 
rid of the ants?” 

• “Alexander you broke my 
pretty!” 
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Entertainment $ s 



The Bear Show 


By Andrew 

I really didn't do much. I just 
got the idea for parachuting my 
bear, although what I thought 
was really funny, was when 
Alexander (in practice) 
announced that his bear was 
going to save him self from a 
deathly height, fell to the floor. 
ROTFL. (Rolling On The Floor 
Laughing) 



By Alexander 

6t dcrtt tememfet how came op with-it tat 

tememt&o that thatdcui came- itv 

acid t&Cd ad' tAafrcm dk&ald cv^ute> da/opaAdad d&cvM 
ffidortt fmmmde/o cvkat kappmed uefct 6a£ cm t/m 
eMd cm K>dot& om (y^adtew , <dj&a/iMcd acid cv^ote> c£ 
t/ie/m kdid<L cvka£c£tid... CpcctaAed cdWe fefbf) 



Aaron's Lucy Makes a Movie Theater (continued part 4, 
finis) 

Scene: House with Lucy and Ethel. 

Ricky: Hi, girls. 

Lucy: You'd never guess what we did. 

Ricky: We already have a house, Lucy. We don't need another one. 
Lucy: Of course not. We need a movie theater! 

Ricky: A movie theater! 

Ethel: Yes, because it will star you, and your boss will give you the 
raise. 

Ricky: Oh, no! It only happened because a star was starring last 
night, but he's leaving tonight! 

Lucy: Oh, no! And now we're out 50 bucks! 

Ethel: Uhh, goodbye. <leaves room> 

Ricky: 50! It only cost 25! 

Lucy: Yes, but Fred ate some money. 

Ricky: Has Fred gone mad? Why would he ruin perfectly good 
money? 

Lucy: What would he do with 
money? 

Ricky: You know what he could 
do! 

Lucy: He certainly can't buy 
bones. 

Ricky: Why would he? 

Lucy: Fred loves bones! 

Ricky: Oh. 

Telephone: <rings> 

Ricky: Hi. Oh. Well, that's very nice of you, Mr. Littlefield. Thanks. 
Lucy: Who was that? 

Ricky: That was Mr. Littlefield. He said that a check for 250 dollars 
should be coming any minute! 

Lucy: Hooray! 

Deliverer: Here's the check.<walks out> 

Fred the dog: <comes in and steals the check> 

Lucy: Fred! You come back here right now! <runs out> End of play. 

nFi nFi nFi nR nR ^ nF* JuS nR nR 




See China fixed 
your problem... 


"Or it gave you so 
many new 
problems, you 
forgot about the 
one you came 
with." - Aaron 


Princess 
Piano Lessons 
are Positively 
Perfect! 



"You have given 
me yourself, 
and that is all I 
want. You are 
my forever 
Christmas gift." 
-Robin Helm, 
Her Christmas 
Gift 
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Food & Dining Y®l 



Luoping KFC 

By Aaron 

he KFC downtown is kind of hard to get to. 
You have to drive past a whole bunch of 
stores (which usually has lots of traffic) to get 
there. The food at KFC is pretty good, if you 
order the right thing. I've heard that the shrimp 
sandwich is not the best. But the chicken 
nuggets and french fries are good. Some things, 
like some sandwiches, are spicy, but some are 
not. Sometimes, they have really good 
chocolate ice cream, which is pretty good..t®i 

Next Generation of Food 

(A.K.A. The Restaurant on the Comer) 

By Alexander 

he potato pizza tasted like some of 
McDonald's cheese and fried hash browns. 
The mashed potatoes tasted like a buttery 
potato inside, and the greens in it tasted like a 
cross between spinach and lettuce. 

I don't like the restaurant on the corner as 
much as KFC, because I like french fries and the 
chicken legs at KFC better. But I like some of 
the food in the restaurant in the corner. I liked 
potato pizza and the mashed potatoes, but as I 
have told 
you i 
don't like 
them as 
much as 
french 
fries. 






My favorite thing I like about my 
life here in China 


By Alexander 

0 Or shall I say things. That's right y I've got many 
favorite things. Of course you can count the KFC in 
Luoping, but there's other restaurants like HAPPY 
HAPPY BURGER. There's also thing? beside restaurants, 
like having enough food from the grocery store for mom to 
cooks. So also I like going outside, BUT I ALSO LIKE 
GOING TO THE FORT and THE FOREST, also I 
like jiao-zi and chicken leg? too.. 0 


"In fact, the ewww 
factor toward certain 
foods can act as a kind 
of shibboleth 
identifying the true 
locals from the 
wannabes." 

-Hannah K. Grieser, 
The Clouds 
Ye So Much Dread 




Getting spoiled 
with meat this 
year. Father's 
Day Burgers: 
Real Australian 
Beef! 


"The 

grandparents 
left me the 
stickiness!" 




We ordered 
Pizza Hut out 
of pizzas by 
asking for two 
12 inch 
pepperoni.... 
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Dad Gets in the Game 


Double the Goodies and Games 


Double the Treats and Fun 

E veryone knows Dad is way more fun 
than Mom, but he wasn't always 
getting to spend one on one time with 
each child either. This year he started his 
own goodies and games on another day 
of the week. Now no one has to wait 
quite as long for their special day to 
arrive, because there is twice as many. 
Also, Walmart's opening brought Magnum 
bars to town and our goodies and games, 
and everyone agrees this is another 
magnificent addition.^ 


Oligarchy 

By Aaron 

) ligarchy is like Monopoly, where you get properties and charge money for 
rent when someone lands on it. There are a lot of cards, like Alligator 
Attack (Player in Swamp (a tile) loses a turn) and Reverse Fortune (Switch 
bank accounts with the player on your left) and lots of silly ones, like Collect 
10 from bank account (Grandpa's get 100). Guess who made that one. 
There's lots of different tiles too, like Spin around 3 times or whistle the Andy 
Griffith song, and Airport, Go to Beach Resort, and Go to Airport. (These tiles make the beach resort 
the best square to own.) To play, start with $10, and roll a die to move. Do anything the square tells 
you, and if you land on a property, you can buy it for the dollar value on the bottom if no one else has 
bought it (but you can make a deal to buy a property from someone if they agree) and get 1/2 of the 
dollar value on the bottom every time someone lands on it. Every time you pass Go (not by Helicopter 
to any space or a shortcut where you wouldn't have to move on it if you were tapping your piece down 
every time you moved) you get a card, the card will tell you if you must play it now or later. The game 
ends when all the cards run out. Count up all the properties you have in dollar values, add them to 
your bank account, and whoever has the most money in properties and in the bank account, wins. 3 


Forbidden Jungle 

By Andrew 

I n the depths of the Congo, there was a splendorous 
Indian tribe who's fame lasted till this day, who 
possessed four great treasures; 1. a statue of a famous 
leader of the tribe, 2 a silk blanket, 3. a stone tablet 
with the records of a great battle on it, and 4. a stone 
spear. A museum has asked you to find these treasures 
and bring them back. Don't worry this won't be 
dangerous. Unless you have to tangle with jaguars or 
anacondas. Or your visa runs out before you recover all 
four treasures.§§ 
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Health 


zz!! 



Alexander Loses His First 


Tooth! 

The big strong knight fighter was strangely 
adverse to the twinges that wiggling a loose tooth 
could created, and therefore avoided this right of 
passage as long as possible. Therefore, it took 


over 7 years, but it 
finally happened 
Alexander John Rugg lost 
a tooth! With his tooth 
money (and some 
birthday money he 
hadn't yet spent) 
Alexander ran straight to 
Walmart and picked out 
the flashiest play rifle he 
could find. In the end he 
was happy to lose that 
tooth, but isn't in a hurry 
to lose another. 



Abigail likes playing with 
Alexander's new toy 
(preferably in the frilliest 
dress possible). She would 
like to lose some teeth too, 
but we told her that hers 
need to stick around a 
while. 


“Mom, my crown broke, 
can you tape the magic 
back in?” - Abigail 



“Nobody remembers if you cross the finish line bruised 
and bloody. They just remember that you stayed the 
course. Don’t get hung up on how ugly the race may 
have looked. In the end, all that matters is that you 
finish.” - Chip Gaines, Capital Gaines 




Crushed it! 
Captains of Crush 1.5 


Abigail and Alexander's 
Veterinary Clinic 
Nurse Abigail will 
take care of all your 
friends upset 
tummies, sniffles, and 
headaches, as well as 
the occasional scratch 
or scrap. Doctor 
Alexander will remove 
any bullets and tend 
to any war wounds 
your stuffed animals 
might be inflicted 
with. 


Abigail taught herself to 
burp on demand and then 
she got the hiccups. 

“How do I get rid of these 
burps (hiccups)?” 

Try holding your breath... 
hand over her mouth. 

“I don’t (hiccup) think it’s 
working (hiccup).” 



‘“Dad. You’ll spoil her rotten.’ 

‘Are there any other reasons to have grandkids?”’ - Lisa 
Harris & Lynne Gentry, Ghost Heart 
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Lifestyle 




What 

WONDERFUL 
HELPERS THE 
KIDS ARE 
TURNING 

into! 







Abigail wedding planning 
checklist: 


• separate spaceships to a castle 
to the wedding and then bride 
and groom can share a spaceship 
back to come home (here in 
Luoping) together. 

• everything except the white dress 
will be pink and there will be pink 
flowers in the bride’s hair 

• still undecided,“At my wedding 
I’m going to grow taller and have 
long hair. But what kind of 
husband should I have, mom?” 


You’ve lived in China a while 
when you say, 

“Hey, look at that couch!” 
And you mean a stone bench. 




"This is my "It is a good 

wedding wedding 

curtain." curtain!" 



"See Dad it 
works!" 
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Movies 




Movie of the Year 
Nominees 



Dr* extern 

By AnJifeuj 

I like Ice Dragon because 
of its similarity to the 
Bible. Because of the 
adventure. Because of 
showing how dragons relate 
to satan. and because 
of... Well... It! 


The Tigger Movie 


By Alexander 


M ine favorite movie of the 
year is the Tigger movie 
because it's cool and it has the 
Whoopdie wooper alooper bounce 
and also the friends were trying 
to trick Tigger into thinking that 
they were also Tiggers because 
Tigger thought that there were 
more Tiggers because he thought 
he had a family. 


“Christians are a race of dragon- 
fighters. Our sons are bom to 
this. Someone ought to tell 
them.” 

-Douglas Wilson, Future Men 


Christopher Robin 

By Aaron 

M y favorite movie of the year was Christopher Robin. In it, 

Christopher Robin grew up, and he is having a hard time with 
his boss and having a hard time taking time for his family and with 
his job, and Pooh couldn't find his friends, so he comes through a 
door to London, and after some incidents including honey on the 
rug, fallen shelves, and public talking, he takes him to Sussex, his 
old home, which is where his wife and daughter was vacationing. 
After a vacation in the Hundred Acre Wood, he returns, but after 
nearly drowning in a Heffalump trap, his papers get wet, and they 
are switched by Tigger, who thought that things to remember them 
with were more important than his work papers, so they go on an 
expedition to give him his papers, and meet Christopher's 
daughter. Madeline, who joins with only a note to Evelyn, her mom, 
and Christopher's wife, and they all embark, Christopher to get to 
work, Madeline and the friends to find Christopher, and Evelyn to 
find Madeline. When Christopher wins the race, he displays the 
leaves that Tigger has packed, but is interrupted by Evelyn, who 
beat Madeline, and gets Christopher to help find Madeline, who 
brings the papers, but loses most, and only has one left. But when 
Christopher turns it upside down, he suggests to his company to 
give everyone a vacation (he was working for a luggage company) 
so that everyone would buy luggage, and he didn't get fired, and 
everyone gets a vacation (he chooses to go to the Hundred Acre 
Wood, instead of buying luggage (probably because the son who 
co-owned the company didn't work when he was supposed to, but 
played golf.)) 

My favorite thing I did with Grandpa Jeff 

By Alexander 


I liked BUZZ LIGHTYEAR STAR COMMAND because its exciting, like 
Buzz having to defeat Zurg. It's also funny, like when they said not good, and 
Buzz said excellent let's roll, and when that Janitor sneaked up into that ship 
and then Buzz was coming so he and XR hid. 


[ 



"I WANT A PRETTY 

video." -Abigail 


"Live the life 
that unfolds 
before you. Love 
goodness more 
than you fear 
evil" 

-Jonathan 
Rogers, The 
Bark of the Bog 
Owl 


"To be story- 
formed is to 
become mythic in 
the end. Our 
stories on earth 
are meant to be 
living narratives 
that picture the 
love and good¬ 
ness of God." 
-Sarah Clarkson, 
Caught Up in a 
Story 


"Silly traditions 

CAN BE JUST AS 
IMPORTANT AS 
SERIOUS ONES." 

-Philip & Erin 
Ulrich, Haven 
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Musings from Missouri 



Nathaniel and 
Mary: Year in 
Review 

By Nathaniel Fritz 

N athaniel and Mary 
continue to live in 
Columbia, MO with their two 
crazy dogs. Penny and Kermit 
and the plan is to stay there 
for the foreseeable future after 
going under contract on a 
house in the fall. Closing is 
tentatively scheduled for June 
4th of next year, at which 
point it will become the first 
home they've owned. 

Nathaniel continues to 
work at Veterans United Home 
Loans, this year switching to a 
Loan Coordinator position that 
has more direct contact with 
borrowers and realtors. Mary 
continues to work in the Life 
Enrichment department at The 
Bluffs Nursing Home, 
brightening the day of all the 
residents in the community. 
And Penny and Kermit 
continue to stay at home 
during the day and bark at 
strange passersby - they, 
along with their mommy and 
daddy, are very excited to 
have their first backyard at 
the new house next year. 





"Home is all the places where 



"Happiness is a warm puppy." 


your heart is." 


"Dogs are not our whole life. 



- Emily Steele Jackson, 


but they make our lives whole." 

—Charles M. Schulz 


Home, James 


— Roger Caras 
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Outdoors 




House on the Hill: 

Adventure Accomplished 

By Aaron 

M y favorite thing I did with Grandpa Jeff was 
getting to the House on the Hill. There is a 
little house on a mountain, and we were trying to 
get to it for a couple years. When Grandpa Jeff 
came, we decided to go there, and we did. We went 
out at morning, and brought backpacks with our 
lunch.We went on a path through a forest, and we 
stopped at an old fort to rest halfway there. 

Grandpa Jeff found that there were lots of Iris 
flowers there, which I think was his favorite part of 
the fort. We went toward the House on the Hill, and 
halfway through, we discovered a turkey or rooster 
had followed us, and he followed us almost to the 
house. When we got there, we had lunch, and we 
saw that lots of people had written messages on the 
walls. 

P.S. The whole time we could hear or see 
someone lighting off fireworks or firecrackers. We 
could hear a lot from on top of the mountain. 





"It's always different when you look at it from my 
point of view." 

-Andrew 



Exploring Nature 

By Aaron 

M y favorite thing about China is probably 

the places like the mountains, where there 
are lots of birds, and plants, and places to 
explore. We found lots of plants the last time we 
went out, like little red things that looked like 
flowers, and one time we found the old fort that 
we like going to, which also sometimes has 
blooming Iris flowers. I also like seeing the 
canola flowers too, when they bloom. 


The Fort 


By Andrew 


M y favorite thing in China is going to the 
fort. The fort as we call it, is a stone wall 
we found in the forest, making a C around a 
area. The part that the C isn't defending is 
blocked by a thicket and a small cliff, the wall 
isn't high, but it is guarded by a tree and part of 
a thicket. Lately though, someone cut branches 
and let our fort be seen. Fortunately for the fort, 
it wasn't badly damaged of defenses, and we 
soon made weapons wit new resources. 
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Tremendous 


Three 

Abigail turned three 
this year with a very 
pink Carebear party. 

Abigail loves pretty 
things and sparkly 
things and of course 
pink and purple things. 
Abigail loves picking 
Mommy flowers and 
looking for the pink 
lining in every cloud. 
This sweetheart is 
certain God made pink 
sunsets just for her. ^ 



"Mom! You're Daddy's 
princess!" -Abigail 

Celebrating a dozen 

YEARS MARRIED TO PRINCE 
CHARMING. 


Terrific Ten 

Andrew celebrate his full decade of life with a 
defeating dragons party. He and his brothers are 
all still very much interested in becoming knights 
and conquering heroes. 

Andrew has a keen interest in art, and 
continues to develop his pencil and chalk drawing 
skills. This year he is also increasingly interested 
in 3D graphic art and computer programming.^ 



Stupendous Seven 

Alexander got to celebrate his birthday with a 
literally epic LOTR party. Guests came in from 
across the globe, country, and city to celebrate 
with this popular adventurer. 


Alexander enjoys humor, writing, and 
roughhousing with his Dad. \ 



Exceptional 

Eleven 


Aaron is developing 
into a kind and helpful 
young man, often going 
above and beyond to 
help his parents. He is a 
deep thinker with big 
questions at times, and 
big answers at others. 
He continues to excel at 
math and be interested 
in chess, reading, and 
computers.B 




Alexander had a very 
special celebration of 
New Life right after 
Easter this year. 



Having older kids is so 
awesome. Especially, 
when they cook of your 
birthday or anniversary! 
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Sports 


ChessKid Tournament 


Hanging Out 


By Aaron 

T he ChessKid tournament was a blitz 
tournament (a fast one) so I had to start 
playing blitz games instead of slower ones. The 
tournament had a whole bunch of qualifiers (one 
almost every hour) so I was able to qualify 
without getting up in the middle of the night. 
Andrew and Alexander qualified under the old 
rules (anyone who gets to a higher rank than 21 
qualifies to the finals) but at the end they 
changed it, so that you needed to be in the top 
10% to qualify for the finals, which only I did 
because I played more for practice. The finals 
was at 11:00 pm here, which was a good time for 
most people, but not for me. I got to rank 50 out 
of all the rest of the players. 

[Editor's Note: Aaron is being excessively modest by 
leaving out the fact(s) that there was more than 1000 
players in the finals, and that our bad internet connection 
caused him to lose games on time. Combined with playing 
super tired we think he did very well!] 



Aaron and Andrew also discovered that they love playing 
4 player chess together and make a rather formidable 
team. Go team red and blue! 



What watching the 
World Cup looks like in 
our house 


"A masculine toughness 
is the only foundation 
upon which a 
masculine tenderness 
may be safely placed." 
-Douglas Wilson, 

Future Men 



N ate got exercise/gymnastic ring for his Easter 
present this year. Now all of the guys can be 
found hanging out in the dark upstairs hallway, 
having a swinging good time. 



Aristocratic Exercises 


Ping-Pong 

Playing 
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Style Watch ! 



"YOU PRETTY 

mommy! 
YOU THE BLUE 

princess! 

I THE PINK 

princess!" 


"If you can't find happiness in the ugliness, 
you're not going to find it in the beauty 
either." -Chip and Joanna Gaines, 

The Magnolia Story 



Maximum 

Pinkification 





T he kids most 
worn outfits 
continue to be from 
the Grandma Sharia 
design line. Lovingly 
and durably crafted, 
they have already 
taken a lot of use and 
abuse. Taking them 
off only when they are deemed unfit for public viewing, 
these three super hero like shirts and sparkly heart dress 
are the attire of choice of all four Ruggrats. And siblings 
agreement is akin to a near miracle. X X X X 





How a 6-year-old 
boy dresses up his 


How a 2-year-old girl 
dresses up her 


When I was Little 
I Never Thought 
Eyebrows Would 
Be This Important 


Lots of jewelry and, 
because of brothers, 
a pink sword. 


Abigail's First 
Pigtails 


Yo-yo: "we almost 

LOOK LIKE TWINS 
TODAY." 

What do you think? 


All armor and 
weapons. 
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The Great Toad Race 


A Short Story Inspired by the Painting by Liz Rugg 

By Aaron, Andrew, and Alexander Rugg 

Chapter 1: The Path 

"P-l-l-ease d-d-o-o-n-n't-t t-t-ell m-m-m-e y-you t-t-r- 
r-a-aded t-o g-e-t t-h-e p-path o-f t-h-e f-o-r-e-s-t." Said a 
flounder toad that was yellow with green spots 

"Why are you afraid Cownder?" Said a big blue 
bullfrogtoad 

"Oh, well to get right to the point I was wondering why 
you did it Tom." 

"Well, I did it because everyday 10 dozen flies will 
come there because there were a lot of plants and the flies 
were big and juicy too. Tom said 

"That does sound tasty!" Said Cownder 

"I already told the others they want to race for it" Said 
Tom 

"I will join." Cownder said 

"They picked a day too, next week on Saturday." Tom 
said 

"Will Goldie be there?, I'd hate to race against him." 

"Goldie the goldfish will be there too." 

"Sheesh, he's so smart. Remember the last race?" 

"The one where we were just doing it for fun and when 
there was a lake and a sign saying, Do not pass?" Tom 
said. 

"Yeah, when he covered up the "not" and cut across the 
lake," said Cownder. 

"The arbiters shouldn't have counted that," said Tom. 

"You know they're all to afraid that we'll eat them." 

"Yeah, but it shouldn't be allowed." Tom said soon they 
went home, but the minutes went seemed like hours, the 
days felt like months it felt like something was making it 
longer so that the race would never come... 


Chapter 2: Ready... Set... Go! 

"Now, when you hear me say go, go!" bullfrog said. 

All the friends waited, but bullfrog was running off! 

"Hey, where are you going?" Cownder said. 

"I said go already! Remember, I said, 'Now, when you 
hear me say go, go!'" 

"GO!" Cownder said. 

"No, I'm supposed to say that!" bullfrog stopped and 
said, which gave the friends just enough time to catch 
up. "Where's Goldie?" Tom said. 

"He's not coming," Cownder said, when Goldie 
jumped onto the track in front of them! 

"GOLDIE?!" All the friends yelled at the same time, 
making Goldie stop and cover his ears, giving the others 
just enough time to catch up again. Tom picked up 
Cownder and threw him at Goldie, but Goldie saw that 
and dodged it, so Cownder flew on bullfrog, who was just 
in the middle of a leap, so he flew back onto Tom, who 
shook him off onto the finish sign, so Cownder won! 

"Let's have another practice race," Cownder said. 

"Let's go!" Goldie said, and rushed off. 

"Hey, no one said go!" bullfrog said. 

"I did!" Goldie stopped and said, which gave the 
others enough time to catch up, and gave Tom enough 
time to toss bullfrog at Goldie while his back was turned. 
Cownder was the fastest and soon got ahead, until 
Goldie, Tom, and Cownder were all in a line, and bullfrog 
(who could jump the farthest) did a triple jump on 
Goldie, Tom, and Cownder's heads, to win the practice 
match. 

"Good game. See you at the race!" Cownder said to 
bullfrog. 

Chapter 3: The race 

"Everyone ready?" Tom shouted 

"Yes!" 

"Go!" This time there was some interesting results 
first thing that had happened was after Tom said go 
Goldie had hidden behind a tree and jumped out far in 
front of them. So anyway Bullfrog did a big jump and 
closed his eyes thinking that he would over Goldie 
unfortunately for him he just jumped onto Goldie and 
then flew in the air and landed on Cownder who landed 
on Tom and Tom threw him off halfway to the finish line. 
So Cownder who wasn't very heavy jumped onto Bullfrog 
who was still doing big jumps a quarter of a quarter to 
the finish sign so Cownder jumped off and since he was 
the fastest at running he won. Unfortunately after eating 
all those flies he got very sick, and he got even more sick 
after the flies got very angry and dropped rocks onto 
him. So after he was better again, they all decided to 
give each other their own piece of the path of the forest 
and everyone was very happy because in their pieces 
there wasn't enough flies to drop rocks on them. 

The end.X 
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WHY I LIKE IT: I CAN'T EXPLAIN THAT, I JUST THINK It's FUN. I 
MOSTLY JUST PLAY AROUND WITH IT, BUT I DID MAKE A WHOLE 
CALCULATOR USING It! 


(see https://sneakyocean.github.io/calculator/calculator.html ~) 
I THINK IT'S FUN BECAUSE, WELL, I THINK MAKING STUFF IS FUN! 


“One of the most difficult things to do in modern life is 
simply to remain. We are given countless excuses to 
escape, encouraged to leave whatever limits or hinders 
our dreams.” -Sarah Clarkson, Caught Up in a Story 


Basic Ball Upgraded 

For Alexander's 7 th birthday he got a ball, but 
not just any ball, a flying ball. This lightweight 
toy can sail to new heights and inspire the 
imagination. It can also crash on your head and 
requires frequent charging. You're youngster will 
absolutely love it, but upgrade at your own 
risk.y 



Experimentally Speaking 

The boys continue to love science 
experiments, especially those including balloons, 
fire, and explosions. 




"To be storyformed is to 
become mythic in the 
end. Our stories on earth 
are meant to be living 
narratives that picture 
the love and goodness of 
God." -Sarah Clarkson, 
Caught Up in a Story 



"Taking on the world as 

A UNIFIED, FORTIFIED DUO, 
IS NOT JUST A ROMANTIC 

notion; it's a powder 
keg. Together you can 

SET THE WORLD ON FIRE." 

-Chip Gaines, 
Capital Gaines 


Cutting Edge 

For part of Aaron's birthday present, Nate 
worked together with him to create a bean-bag 
target. Aaron learned some of the basics of how 
to use a jigsaw with this fun project.K: 



“When God used someone or something to nudge me. 
Like a highlighter on a specific passage. Or a fluorescent 
light in a dark room. I called them sacred echoes.” 
-Sarah Monzon, The Esther Paradigm 
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The Everyday 



Our most common everyday 
lunches are still egg scrambles and 
smoothies. But this year we've 
been able to get new veggies like 
peppers and beats. If you hear 
someone at Walmart screaming 
"THEY HAVE CELERY!!!!!" it is 
probably our child. True story. 




Synopsis of Eleanor's 
Adventures 

By Aaron 

E leanor is an orphan girl that 
lives in an orphanage. She 
bought a teddy bear, Wooly, who 
she has figured out can talk. When 
she gets in trouble with Josephine 
Jo, a little girl at the orphanage 
who is jealous that she is pretty, and the orphanage people don’t 
do anything about it (again) she decides to run away. Wooly tells 
her to go to ValleyVille, his home, with him, and she meets the 
rest of his friends. Starting from the biggest, Elmer is a hungry 
elephant who never turns down bamboo. Shadow is a talkative 
horse who knows all about ValleyVille history, and always is willing 
to give lectures on his Great Ancestor Thunderbolt when you ask 
him, and even if you don’t. Plata is a gloomy platypus, who doesn't 

think ValleyVille will last. Spot is a 
playful dog with spots that likes bones. 
Kit is a kitten that is afraid of Igers and 
Ions (One eyed Tigers and Lions that 
want to eat everyone in ValleyVille) but 
is good at sowing. Wooly is Eleanor's 
teddy bear that likes honey. Chesselnut 
is a fast squirrel who loves nuts, 
chestnuts especially. Humber is a 
hummingbird that loves flowers. 
Josephine Jo Eleanor has moved into ValleyVille and 

(We only have one sister.) j s settled 




"We missed a called from the 
grandparents, but that is OK, 
because we can call them back 



"That is not OK, Mommy! That is 
seriously terrible!" -Abigail 


Favorite Bible Verses 

My favorite Bible passage I 
read this year was Luke 23:39- 
43, which tells how the dying 
thief, even though he was bad 
enough to be crucified, still 
turned to Jesus in the end, and 
he accepted him, which shows 
that God has infinite mercy. 
-Aaron 

Favorite Bible verse this year: 
Gen 1:1: In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the 
earth. This verse is special to 
me, because, it reminds me that 
God is in control. 

-Andrew 

My favorite VERSES of the 
year: I liked Mark 16:1-20 and 
why I think it is special to me is 
because it talks about Jesus 
rising from the dead! 
-Alexander 
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Town & Country 





Alexander's character 
based language for the 
Discans, the city-state he 
hopes to rule. (Above) 

And Andrew's alphabet for 
the Ruggeons. (Right) 



My Home in the World Project 

^his year for geography all the children 
drew an illustration of their home within 


Comity Meeting to Cutify the 


CuTIFICATIONS 

A lexander organized this town council, mainly 
consisting of stuffed animals, in order to 
convince the city to allow them to cutify the 
cutifications. This bill was eventually passed, but it 
was a lengthy process, including a letter writing 
campaign, undercover infiltration, and deposition of 
corrupt high level officials. It was discovered after the 
fact that if this motion was not passed Abigail's 
imaginary friend Toodle Ridgen would die. Everyone 
was quite relieved that that crisis was averted all the 
cutifications were properly cutified.i 


"HOW SHOULD I SAY THIS? 

For one of us, you sound 
normal." -Amanda G. 
Stevens, No Less Days 




"It is a dangerous thing 
to open a door. But that, 
after all, is the only way 
to find an adventure." 

-Jennifer Tafton, Henry 
and the Chalk Dragon 


the world (home, city, province, country and 
world). Abigail wins the most creative with 
beginning by drawing all her clothes, t 
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Traditions 



"Silly traditions can be just as 

IMPORTANT AS SERIOUS ONES." 

-Philip & Erin Ulrich, Haven 



Coding Soon..y y y y y y y y y y y y y 

Eleanor’s adventures #5 

S>V\o\Ad Auld AcquaiiAtiAMt At Forgot? 

<J2aura{ajriendofEleanor’s) is stucdin tde orphanage andis ovenodedneddj tde increasing amount ofrudes, 
der dofdng tde recorddfor disodeying tide diggest numder rude (#l8,l8l don’t dejriendwildgird tdat escape) ancf 


dg derjindng outdga verg sdeer andaccidentadcdance tdat sd dad&andparents, dut, couddnotgo to see tdem 
decause afdsodeging ddute #18,181 


Laura and Eleanor snuck down the stairs as quietly as 
possible, hoping that they didn't run into Mrs. Some, but 
very instant Eleanor thought that she was asleep, they ran 
into a tall lady named Mrs. Some. 

"Laura! You are breaking Rule #2,222! never get out of 
your room while you're grounded! Eleanor, You have just 
obeyed—" 

"Uhh..." 

"You are disobeying rule number #222,678: Never 
interrupt me!" 

"And you have disobeyed my two family rules: Don't 
separate some one from their family if it's a good thing. 
And the great commands of Jesus are the only commands 
needed." 

"Bravo Eleanor!, and Mrs. Some, you need to get back 
to running on that ophan orange!" said Wooly, pushing his 
head and arms out of Eleanor's pocket. 

"AAAAAH!!" screamed Mrs. Some And fainted down the 
stairs. 

(Sneak peak provided by Andrew) 


“I can say no to everything the world offers. But any gift 
God has for me, Pm taking it.” 

-Chip Gaines, Capital Gaines 



"Whenever I miss 'the good ol' days' or 
wish I could see him more often, these 

LONGINGS ARE TEMPERED BY ONE AMAZING 

thought: We shall be forever friends." 
-Joni Eareckson Tada, 

Heaven: Your Real Home 




"Family. Oh, the decadence of the word, 

-Michele Phoenix, Of Stillness and Storm 
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Ridiculous Rides 

What do you guys want to do in 2019 
Aaron, “I want to see the Himalayas!” 

Andrew, “I want to see the Himalayas and the Great Wall!” 
Alexander,“I want to see the Great Wall!” 

Abigail, “I want to ride a pig!” 



Abigail riding her pig Alexander riding an elephant 



Andrew and Aaron riding a camel 


Abigail riding an alpaca 


“More than managing my 
time, I want to pay more 
attention to the minutes I'm 
given." -Shelly Miller, 
Rhythms of Rest 




"I'm going to have a magical unicorn to 
ride when I grow up.” -Abigail 




Bike Trailer 
Travels 

O ur trusty bike trailer is still 
hanging in there after years 
of use. Nate frequently takes all 
of the kids out for biking 
adventures, Abigail riding in the 
trailer and all three boys biking on 
their own now. 
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Travel 




Mountaintop Experience 


By Aaron 


W e drove to Lijiang in a car, which took about 11 
hours. We stayed in a hotel, and got up for 
morning. But we couldn't buy tickets, because you 
had to use Wechat, and we didn't have that app, so 
we went in with a tourist group, and stayed in Lijiang 
another day. When we got up, we were led around 
the thing, until we got into the ticket place, where our 
guide yelled at a couple people to get in, and they 
rushed us into the waiting room. Then we took a bus 
to the hang-glider things that took us to the top of 
the mountain. On the top of the mountain there was 
big piles of snow, which we had a snowball fight with. 
You could also see some other mountains in the 
distance. I liked riding up on the hang-glider thing up the 
mountain. Some pink flowers were blooming, and you 
could see a lot of the mountains nearby. At the end of 
the snowball fight, we went into a store, but it sold a 

little piece of cake 
for like 50 kuai. 
($8.) There were 
also vending 
machines, but 
they were phone 
operated, so we 
couldn't do 
anything with 
that. We had a fun 
time, ffl 




The Great Wall 


By Andrew 


G reat wall trip: it was fun... except... well... 

yeah... my ice cream did fall down and 
Abigail bonked her head, but I got new Ice 
cream and we watched care bears that night, 
so... Yeah, fun!.^ 



Stone Forest 

By Aaron 

y favorite 
thing with 
Grandma Sharia & 

Grandpa John was 
going to the Stone 
Forest. We saw 
lot's of stones, 
and we got to climb some of them. That was 
my favorite thing to do there, climb rocks. We 
went into a cave once, and saw some plants 
growing there. There was some cliff paintings 
we saw, which were supposed to be ancient. 
When we stopped for lunch, we climbed up 
some rocks that looked like a castle tower. We 
also saw a Gandalf and Frodo rock that 
someone thought looked like a mother and 
child, which would work if mothers wore wizard 
hats. Most of the rocks didn't look too different 
though, so there were lots of good rocks to 
climb, if we had stopped to climb them.5+^ 
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Stunning 

Seasons 



E ven after weathering the 
polar vortex, Wisconsin 
Ruggs say that one of the 
highlights of the year was 
enjoying the outdoors in all 
four seasons. They bought a 
boat and enjoy the lakes in 
the summer, sledding in the 
winter, and hiking all year. 




Splendid Summer-camps 

• horse riding (Evie) 

• animal shelter (Kinley) 

• Waldorf school (Kinley and Rylinn) 





Decorating Divas 


Girls got to personalize their rooms! 
(Pictured Above is Kinley's Room) 


Girls Love School! 


Ben and Nicole think 
2019 was a great 
year for watching the 
girls grow. 


such happy first day 
of school faces! 



Cousin Captioned: 
Escape Artist Training 






































































